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ABSTRACT 

PURPOSE: To greatly improve ttie reproducibility of full-color images at the 
time of image formation by discriminating whether the respective images of 
read images are black and white picture elements or not and subjecting the 
black and white picture elements and the color picture elements exclusive 
of these elements to color correction processing in such a manner that an 
under-color removal quantity and black additional printing quantity vary 
from each other.. 

CONSTITUTION: A black and white picture element discriminating circuit 106 
detects whether the picture elements read in accordance with the image data 
Rp, Gp, Bp inputted from a shading correcting circuit 104 are the black and 
white picture elements or the color picture elements exclusive of the black 
and white picture elements. This circuit outputs the UCR/BP coefficient 
data (.alpha,, .beta.) necessary for the under-color removal processing and 
black additional printing processing to be executed in a color correcting 
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circuit 105 in accordance wlJth the results o'f the detection and the mode 
data of 3 bits exhibiting the operation mode and formed colors inputted 
from a CPU 100 to the color correcting circuit 105. Processing of the image 
data is executed for each of the respective picture elements in area order 
of C, M, Y, K at the time of the full-color mode. On the other hand, the 
processing of the image data is executed for each of the respective 
monocolor picture elements at the time of the monocolor mode. 
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